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AIRBORNE OPERATTONS TN SICTILY, JULY 1943,

INTRODUCTION

In January 1943, news broadcasts told us that a meeting
of great import had tsken place in Casablanca., President
Roosevelt, Prime Minlster Churchill, and the Combined Chiefs
of Staff were present. (1)

Let us examine this meeting which took place é 1little
over three months prior to the defeat of the Axls forces in
Africa, and consider the sltuation as 1t existed and the plan
that was made as a result of tﬁe.situation.

The members present felt confident that the Axis would
soon be defeated In North Africa. They therefore had to |
decide what would be done at the conclusion of that campaign,
(2) |

Russia had been requesting the establishment of a Second
Front in Europe in order to divert German strength from the
Russian sector.

"Axis control of the liediterranean islands and the entire
reach of the southern coast of Burope from Franco's Spain to
Turkey denied our communications scross the Mediterranean and
forced our shipping into a 12,000 mile detéur around Fhe Cape
of Good Hope, .~----, The Chiefs of Staff therefore considered
. whether we had the strength to mové directly to Ibaly or what
might be the best intermedia%% stepss It was decided to assault
Sicilj (operation AUSKY) and, with the approval of the Heads

of State, General Eisenhower was advised on 23 January:

(1,2) A"l', Pe Q.



'The Combined Chiefs of Staff have resolved that an attack

against Sieily will be launched in 1943 with the target date

as the period of the favorable July moon.'" (3) (see Map A)
GENERAL SITUATION

The Fifteenth Army Group was designated to make the _
attack against Siclly. (4) Included in this Grbup were the
followlng:

Britlish Eighth Army
American Seventh Army - consisting of:

- Task Force
L

\r\r\\ ‘ ’

rd Infantry Division

A Combat Team of the 2d Armored Division
IT Corps

1st Infantry Division

45th Infantry Division

82d Airborne Division  (5)

The 824 Airborne Division arrived at Casablanca from the
United States on IO "ay, 1943, and soon departed for Oujda,
 French loroccos. There they made several training jumps, and
started getting accustomed to the heat and dust of North Africa,
(6) During thelr 6 weeks stay at Oujda, much night training was
conducted --- "compass marches by small éroups, organizing in
the Qark from aimalated parﬁchute drops and glider landings,
moving across country at night and organizing positions, digging
fox holes, laying wire, preparing mine fields ~--." (7)

On 16 June the division began its move to Kairouan,
Tunisia, 1000 miles distant. The last elements departed
(3) A1, p. 10; (4,5) A-1, p. 14; (6) A-2, p. 25 (7) A-2, pP. 5.
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from Cujda on 6 July. (8) For the men it was a grim reminder
that they were getiing ;loser to battle, for as they went
along they could see the results of battles which had been
won and lost and not very long ago.

Kairouan meant more definlte and specific tralning,
"Camouflage and dispersal weré strictly enforced ---.
Situation tents were set up --- dally conferences were held
to discuss the division role in the pending sttack ---.'" (9)

VISSTONS
" Field Order #1 Seventh Army gave the followlng mission
to the division. (_S’ch T)?

"(a) 824 Airborne Division (-Dets)?concentrate rapidly
by successive air 1ifts in Sicily, by Df7, in either or
both the DIME (45th Infantry Diwision) or J0SS (34 Infantry
Division) areas, as directed.

"(b) 24 Battalion, 509th Parachute.lﬁfantry, remain in
North Africa in reserve, available for drop missions as
directed." (10) _

Field Order #6 II Corps_gavé the following mission to

¢

!Nhu_§c¢"the 505th Combat Team, reinforced.
v Chﬁikiig"(l) Land during night D-1/D in area N and E of Gela,
et OO0 hd .
gordFa

capture and secure high ground in that area. (2) Disrupt
-Gommunications and movement of reservses during night.

(3) Be attached to 1lst Infantry Division effective HAL
hours on D-Day. (4) Asalist 1lst Infantry Division In

capturing and securing landing fields at Ponte Olivo," ({11)

{8) A-2, p. 5; (9) A-2, p. 7; (10,11) A-3, p. 5.
5



R Y Yy

@
oAy

F

jimnt ) ST RO TR Airie 13

1 -anad

PO S

>

LR

7

Y

St 5 pltriee

WA 05 SEEN] pr SHEUCW TR g7

ENEWNY CAPABILITIES

"Against 82d Airborne Division (less 505 CT).

(1)

(2)

(3)

"Against

Attack the Division in assembly areas or on ailr-
fields in Tunisia, with fighters and bombers.

Attack the successive 1ifts of the Division by

fighter and by AA while en route between Malta

and the objectiva.

Attack the Division in assembly areas after
unloading, by.fighters and bombers and by long
range artillery.

505 GT

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Attack the CT while enroute between Malta and
D.Z.¥s,
Attack by local small patrols at D.Z.'s within
5 minutes of dropping.
Attack at D.Z.'s or enroute to quectives.by
Nueleil (40 men each) located at Gela, Niscemi |
and Ponte 0livo within 30 minutes after dropping.
Attack by fleld or coastal defense forces of an
R.C.Te or larger.,
(a) Froﬁ the direction of Niscemi - within 3%
hours after dropping.
(b) From the direction of Gela - within 3% hours
after dropping.
(¢) Prom the direction of Ponte dlivo - within
4 hours after dropping. _
(d) From the direction of Biscari - within 5

hours after dropping." (12)

(12) A-4, pgS. 2,3,



‘THE B505TH COMBAT TEAM

The $osth Combat Team consisted of the following:
4’505th Parachute Infantry
3rd Battallion, 504th Parachute Infantry
456th Parachute Field Artlllery Battallon
Company "B" 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion
Detachment, 82d Airborne Signal Company
Detabhment, 307th Airborne lMedical Company
Alr Support Party
PWI Personnel (13)
FINAL PLANS AND PREPARATIONS

In order to best carry out the missioné agssigned it, the
505th Combat Team plamnned to drop the lst and 2d Battalions,
505th Parachute Infantry, Batteries A and B, 456th PA Battalion,

"
end Regimental Headquarters --- "just north- of an important

road junction sbout seven miles east of GELA, attack and

overcomé an enemy strong point commanding the junction, and
defend the junction against attack." (14) The 3rd Battalion,
505th Parachute Infantry slong with Battery C, 456th FA
Battalion was to =-=- "drop south of the same junction, and
oceupy the high ground overlooking i1t." (15) The 3rd
Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry was %o - "drop south
of ﬁISCEMI and establish and defend road blocks on the road
from NISCEMI to the south”. (16) A Demolitlon Section was to
--= "orepars the demolition of rail and road crossings of the
ACATE River"., (17) |

The Division Commander and assistants; went aboard the
7th Army Command ship on 4 Julye. Thils ship was to become a

(13, 14, 15, 16, 17) A-s, p.'5o
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part of the sea convoy to Siecily. (18)
Around 1600 on 9 July, 1943, the men of the 505th Combat

Team ate supper and then went to the ten alrfields around
Kairouasn in preparation for the take off, {(12)

ON THE WAY

Between 2010 and 2116 on 9 July 226 C=47s {(carrying the
505%h Combat.Team), took off from Kalrouan and pointed toward
Malta. (20) Each Battalion, plus Combat Team Headquarters had
its own serial., (21)

"7 "SERIAL. Aircraft under one command and in one formation,"
(22)

The plan was to fly to the northwest coast of Malta, then
to the Sicilian mainland east of Gela, over Lake Di Bavarrs,
and finally over éhe drop zones. Scheduled time for the flight,
to include air rendezvous in Africa, was 3 hours'and 20 minutes,
(23} (see Map B) _ -

A high wind-had been blowing.that aftefnooh,lbut as the day
went on the wind seemed to subside. This wind, coming from
the northwest, was strong enoush to affect ﬁhe flight of the
planes, The wind velocity was between 20 ~ 30 miles an hour,
(24) Had this beén only an alrborne invasion, this wind
veloclty could have delayed the takeoff, but the ship
convoy was by now well on its way toward Siclily. The airborne
phase therefore had to go ahead as per plan.

The effect of the wind was immedlate, Moat of the planes
did not slght Malta, a landmark along their planmed route of
flight. (see Map B) This 1sland should have been sicghted as
the planes were flying low énOugh; they had to fly low for

tactical reasons. But the combination of wind, poor visibllity
Voo Lo

(18, 19, 20) A-3, p. 6; (21) A-3, D. 28; (22) A-4, p. 2;

v v
(25) A"5’ p. 6; (24) AMS’ pl 28.
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and the complete lack of communications between planes and
- “thréew
btetween planesand grounq,seems to have throwﬁ)the planes well

off their plasnned course., (25)

THE FIRST JUKP ON SICILY

"As D day came Into being, the spearhead of the 82d Air-
borne invasion of Sicily was somewhere over the Medlierranean
and very near the southeastern coast of Sicily. Following,
a8 closely as possible, the schedﬁled time of flight of 3
hours and 20 minutes; all those jumping had jumped by 0030. (26)

The 3¢ Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry landed Tscatter-
ed over an area approximately 60 miles wide, southeast and east

NoT SHowns
of Niscemi to Pachino in the southeast tip of the island," (27)

(see Map C)
The lst Battalion, 505th Pa@achute Infantry, landed with
' NoT SHoiwm)
23 of its 38 plane loads near Noto, 1n the British Eighth Army
area. (28) The remainder of the battallon landed "approximate-
1y 4 miles south of Niscemi." (29) The two geographlical groups
were then separated by about 43 miles. (see Map C)

The 2d Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry landed in 3
generalized groupse. I Company landed on lts acheduled drop
zoney - It was the only unit of the combat team that did, G
Company landed in an area approximately 1% miies long by 3/4
miles wide, This area was about 1 3/4 miles northeast of the
(25,26) A-3, p. 63 (27) A-3, p. 33; (28) A-5, p. 6;

(20) A-3, p. 223 (30) A=5, p. 12

g



GelagmVittoria bridge over the “cate River and on the Gela slde

of the river. This drop put them 5 miles from their planned

" drop zone. The remaining units of the battalion dropped in an
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areg about 3 nmiles long and 1 mile wide, The long axls of the
zone paralleled the coastline , going inland from the coast at
Scoglitti 1 mile. 13 miles had o be covered before their
assigned drop zone was reached. (31) (see Uap C)

No source has been found by the author which lists or shows
separaterlanding arecas for Batteries A,B,C, 456th Parachute
iField Artillery Battallons One source shows a landing area

for the battalione. Inasmuch as a battery flew with each batt-

oA
@1lion of the 505th Parachute Infantry, I feel sure that the

batteries did not lend together. However, as only one source
showa any landing for the ertillery battalion, this source will
be followed, The aforementioned source shows that the battalion

landed about 5 miles directly south of Vittoria; 16 miles of'f

the'dr0p zone. (32) (see liap C)

Headquarters and Comnand Group, 505th Parachute Infantry,
landed in an area about 4% miles south of Vittoria. (33)
19 miles separaﬁed‘tham from the drop zone,

| One planeload of l1st ?latoon men.of B Company, 307th

Engineers, was forced down before having ecleared North Africa.
The load flew on to Sicily alone and dropped at 0022, 5 miles
directly south of Vittoriae. (54)

The only source material found which mentions a drop
loecatlon for the remainder of B Gompény states that they landed
15 mlles northeast of the scheduled drop zone. (35) |

(31,32,33) A-5, pe 12; (34,35) A-3, p. 24.
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It is the writer's belief that this is Incorrect, I think that
the engineers.landed sbout 5 miies east-southeast of the drop
zone, My reasons for thinking this are two: the enginesrs,
while assembling on the ground, met elamenté of A Company
which had landed about 2 miles southeast of thelr drop zone,

and the enginsers also contacted elements of G Company, which

/

landed 5% miles southeast of the drop zone.
GROUND ACTION

As a result of the widespread drop of the combat team,
the 34 Battalion, 504th, was 17% miles from the Headquarters

and Command Group of the combat team, The closest element of

ot pmvm i ST T - \\\ )
the lst Battalion (G Company) was 13 miles awaye. The 34

Battalion, 505th, was 5 miles distant, and the 24 Battalion,
505th, was 2 miles awaye The artillery and the engineers were
in the general vicinity. 223 plane loads of the comhét.teém were
33 miles awa¥, and in the DBritish sectof qﬁf}esponéibility. (36)
‘The men of the 3d Battalion, 504th, set up defensive
positions near and along the roads running from Niscemi to
Biscari, and also along the roads running south and southwest
toward Gela. Enemy movement along these roads was brought
under fire. Many times initial fires were enough to not only
delay the enemy, but slso to halt him, In somelcases the
initia; f;res made him retreat to the north and therefore away
from the Allied amphibious landing aréa of Sieily., (37) The
men who landed in the British sector were surrounded by the
enemy, A Canadien Patrol was met about 0730, 10 July, and
from it they learned thea? location._ (28) After having gone
to the beach for aid, a gérégson was taken.,. “One'Italiaﬁ

officer and 20 enlisted men were captured, and 6 paratroopérs

(36) A-5, p. 12; (37) A-5, pgs. 13,14; (38) A=3, p. 36.
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were released;----," (39) A search was continued for more men.

That night the group pulled out to the beach where they stayed.

(40) No contact was made with the Combat Team Headquarters on

D day. (41)

, _
IThe lst Battalion, 505th, jumped into smgll arms fire.

) - "By 0230 I had assembled 15 men from the company and contacted \L/
JE

qu_%f‘the battalion executive officer, Company A was to attack a
pt .
E point from which about 4 machine guns were firing, We_first

i, e . .
ry B attacked at 0300, The point from which the machine guns were

firing was a garrison surrounded by pillboxes and was. pretty

strong. The attack was held up until about 0530, at which

time 50 more men were assembled., The attack was resumed and

the garrison was killed or captured by 0615, It was held by

100 Italians, with Cerman noncoms from the Hermann Goring

Panzer Division. We could hear a lot of fire in the valley---

up toward Nliscemi and down toward the beach. At about 1630,

- 21006 L>32ld gav il T

Lieutenant Colonel Gorham, the battalion commender, arrived
with about 30 troopers from headquarters. He ordered us to

consolidate.ouﬁ position, sinece it commanded the rosd leading

. RN
from Nisceml to the besaches.

"At about 0700, a German armored colum was seen about 4,000

yards away, coming from Nlsceml. It was preceded by a point of

2 motoreyeles and.a Volkswagenf’ We let the point come into our

position and then killed or captured the men, The armored

column stopped about 3,000 jards away when the point was fired
upon, Our position was then attacked from the front by 2
companles of Germans. We let them approach to within 100 ¥ards

(39,40) A-3, p. 363 (41) author's deduction after inspection

of available reports.

12



and then pimmed them down in :the open ground, Most of them
were killed or captured, At the same time, tanﬁs hit us from
the flank, 2 of 6 attacking tanks were knocked out znd 2 mors
were damaged by a bazooka squad. The tanks withdrew, During
this fight, Colonel Gorham sent patrols %o the hiuh ground
vhich was the regimental objectlve, and to the 'Y‘ They

reported about 30 Italians in pillboxes surrounded by barbed

wire, There was no one on the high grougdj\ ‘Q:R

"Colonel Gorham moved our force to the high ground, using
about 50 prisoners to carry the woundedf

"After we had organized on the objectives, a large part
of our force moved out to capture strong point 'Y! leaving
about a squad apd 1 officer to cover us from the north. When
about 400 yards from the strong point, heavy naval gunfire was
geen falling about 100 yards north of the-ﬁillboxes, but 1t
could not reach the pillboxes which weré ia defilade, One of
‘our Italian prisoners was told to go to thgkpillboxes and ask
for their surrender, The occupants were told that if they did
not surrender we would bring the naval gunfire right down on
thé pillboxes. ‘e didn't have any commmication with the Navy,
but the men In the pillboxes didn't know that and surrendered.,
6ur men moved into the pillboxes at about 1045:‘

"A few minutes later, 4 Gsrman tanks approached from the
north. When troopers in the piliboxes fired on them, they
withdrew. At 1130, scouts from the 2d Battalion of the 16th
Infantry, lst Division, contacted us at strong point-'Y'
Colonel Gorham then attached all of our troops to the 16th _S@VR5>
Infantry and we advanced to the north. Shortly after thls Iﬂ

13



Qﬁ g talked to Major General Ridgway by telephone and reported that

the regiment had accomplished i1ts mission capturing strong

%\hi?_;\\‘ffint t¥Yt and geizing the high ground no?thwest of it." (42}
At about 1900 that night the battalion fighting with the

e

16th Infantry halted about 1 mile north of the crossroad. (43)
" Although General Ridgway had been contacted by phone, no

conbact had been made with the combat team commsnder, (44)

7 In its landing area just east of S. Croce Camerina; and

(} 20 miles from the scheduled drop zone, the 24 Battalion,‘SOSth,

) FNDEF A e
_1\ . comparatively speaking, accomplished a raplid reorganization .

The battalionsiiaving landed in an area 25 miles long and 1
lmile'wide, greatly aided thls reorganization. (45)

At 0900 ~=-, the battalion began to clean up thé,strong
point and theiarea near S. Croce Camerina.," (468) When this
had been accomplished, the battalion with E Cowpany as advance
guard, moved 1ts position from east of the cify toward the

- south, and the southern coast of Sicily, which at that time was
about 3 miles away. (47) A defensive position was established
"on the éﬁtskirts of S. Croce Camerina overlookiﬁg the sea", (48)
During this time,vpétrbls were sent out to contact the men
8t1ll missing. By ;266,-with the exception ¢f those men al- ‘
ready kified, wounded, or injured in the jump, the battalion
had collected all its men., (49) 7 |
While acting as advance guard, E Company received fire .~
from S, Croce Camerina. It attacked, toock the city, and
captured "1l44 Italians, one 47 mm anti-tank gun, 13,000 rounds
of machine gun ammmnitlion, 330 grenades and enough rifles and
~“{E§;M3) A-5, pe 8; (44) A-3, p. 137 (45) A-5, p. 12;
/' (46,47,48,49,50,51) A-3, p.°§z.
| | 14
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carbines and equipment to equip an Itallan Battalion", (50)
By dark the battallion had also taken a ---"strongly held point
east of S, Croce Camerina®, (51)

I Compeny of the 3d Battalion,505th,---"had the mission

~ ©f establishing patrol and radio contact wlth the assault

A
v
1.

ol

.
o

!

¢+
e

elements of the 16th Infantry. It was also to light a large
bonfire at one end of theﬂ;ake as a slgnal for the amphibious
tfggﬁézﬁ" A hoﬁ;é-éhd”héﬁstack were set afire as the signal,"
(52) I Company contacted elements of the 16th Infantry
around 0600, (53)

ppj‘ G Company organized quickly and moved toward the south

to reach the bridge crossing of the Acate River, In this
area they joined the 180th Infantry, 45th Division, and fought
with them, (54} 7 |

During the morning hours of darkness the remainder of the
ing, “Sixty men of the battalion, with the aid of 3 guns, C
Battery, 456th Field Artillery, were the first troops into
Vittoria.," (55) After convincing the Italian defenders of
the outcome if they continued their resistance, the Italian

Commander surrendered his force. (56)

1 One planeload of the lat Platoon of Company B, 307th

4

Battalion, met elements of the 3d Battalion, 505th and 180th
Infantry, {(57) The'majority of the lst Platoon worked with
elements of A Company, 505th Infantry. In the afternoon théy )
met the 2d Battalion, 180th Infantry, 45th Division, and
remained with this unit. (58)

(50,51) A-3, pe 233 (52,53) A-5, pe 14; (54,55,56) A-3, pe 23;
(57,58) A-3, pe 24.
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Q‘ ' The 24 and 3d Platoons contacted elements of the Combat
Team Headquarters "at dawn sbout 4 miles northwest of the drop
~zone", (59) A patrol that had been sent out was driven from a
) ;N{/crossroads strengthened by pillboxes., This was accomplished
7\ by the arrival of enemy tanks. (60) A defenslve position was
then set up on the surmit of 2 small hills, in order to resist
further attack. (81) _
"At about 1530 one battery of the 288th Italian Field
Artillery Battalion approached the hill on which the defensive
position was located. The entire battery was captured,---."
(62) After: “turning over their prisoners to the 45th Division®,
they returned to their nriginal landing area. (63) 9
The 455th Fleld Artillery Battalion made small engagements

o , against the enemys Artillery support was givéh a group of men
;g:ﬂrom the 3d Battalion, SOSth, by 3 guns from C Battery, The

combination of Infantry and Artlllery fire enabled the group

/”\\

to enter Vittoria, (64)

* ‘Jiust before dawn, organization resulted in gathering small
groups of men together as the Headquarters and Command Group of
the 505th Combat Team pushed toward i1ts objective. (65)

//” The Combat Team Commander had no contact with the Division
{jCommander, nor did he have contact with the 34 Battalion, 504th
?Vg‘ ¢ Infantry; the lst Battalion, 2d Battalion, and 34 Battalion
& | | of the 505th Infantry. (66)

This is what the Combat Team Commander has to say: "Up
to thié point, just before daylight, we had éeeﬂ’no famiiiar
- landmarks and we weren't sure whether or not we were actually
(59460,61,62,63) A=3, D. 24; (64) A=3, p. 23; (65) A-3, p. 223
(66) Authort!s conclusion after inspecting source material,

16



in Silcily. Just before dayiight heavy naval shelling oﬁeﬂed
ﬁp to the weét and southe. We were happy to see it, since it
proved at least that we were actually in Sicily.‘ Based upon
the locétion of the shelling an ard my knowledge of the naval
support -plan, we started west at once.," (67)

General Ridgway arrived in Sicily on the morning of D day.
Hiz only contact was with Company "I" of the 505th Infantry. |
Through the 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry, he learned the where-
abouts of Gompany-“A“ of the same reglment, Out of arRegi~
mental Combat Temm,'General Ridgwey knaﬁ the locatlon of only
2 companles and had contact with only 1 of them. (68)

DAL '
Along the Vittoria~Gela highway, a few miles west of Vitt-
- oria, the Combat Team.Gommander met his first major subordinate
unit; the 3rd Batfalion of the 505th Infantry. (69) It.was
ordered to advance to-the west,

The action that took place on this day at Biazzo Ridge is
the only important combat action participated in by any major
portion of the 505th Combat Team while under the direct command
of the Combat Team Cormeander, (see Map C)

The following words are those of the Combat Team Commander,

\L, ‘"About a mile short of the ridge some soldiers of the 45th
Division étcpped me and sald that the Germans held the road
ahead---, The situatian locked about just right to take them
on, since we now had about two hundred and fifty paratroopers,

80 we continued our march, ---~large German forces were apparenb
ly astride the Gela-Vittoria road and moving in strength frqm
Biscari to Vittoria. We: could hear a great deal of flring.‘
(67) A-5, p. 10; (68) A-3, p. 133 (69) A-5, p. 10,
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Since the road had to be opened to the lst Division, where we
171\ hoped the rest of the 505th Combat Team was engaged, we contlinued

our advance, German forceé occupied the ridge and placed heavy

small arms fire on our leading elements, The Germans soon

were driven off the ridge, which then was occupied by a platoon

\G'

vﬂﬂ"‘éﬁiof Company 3 of the 307th Airborne Engineer Babtbaliof.
&W;; L "Our entire force,---, attacked toward the Acate River, in
- the face of intense fire., The Germans reacted so violently
that they counterattacked at noon with about & Mark VI tanks.
These overran the aséaults of the parachute force and penetrat-
ed as far as the Combat Team CP, just over the top of the ridge,
A staf¥ officer dispatched to General Bradley's II Corps Head-
quarters obfained a liaison party from a 155 Battallon (189th
Fleld Artillery), also a company of Sherman tanks and a Navy
artlllery support party. At 1600 the Hévy and the 1553 fired
on the Germans snd quieted ﬁhem down. =—-—==- .

"German'prisoneps all sald that their forece consisted of
a battle group from the Hermann Goring Panzer Division that was
moving from Bisecarl toward Vittorla together with another group
moving from Niscemi to Gela, ;---. | _

"As & final effort on this day we planned an attack. to
jump off at 2030, in which we.would'use/fvery available man,

clerks, runners and what not,‘fhis attack)supported by the company

of Sherman tanks which had just arrived, The attack jumped off L“Li

4ﬂltfﬁ,;aﬂ32“

on schedule and completely overran the German positionsi‘ﬁébtur-

oy

ing one liarit VI tank complete and destroying thrée others which
were abandoned by the Germans during the night on the road to

:I Biscari, -~~. By 2200 we had consolidated our gains=---," (70)
(70) A-5, pgs. 11,12,
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/24 Battalion, 505th, and a porition of the Headquarters Group

-

/

After consolidating, the Combat Team Comuander held his
forces in the vieinity of Blazzo Ridgs, and awaited the coming
of daylight., (71)

The 3d Battalion, 504th, the lst Battalion, 500th, the

did not take part in the action of Biazzc Ridge,

—_

{;;? In the 3d Battalion, 504th area, the men continued fight-~

ing to gain the area containing their assigned drop zone,
Upon reaching the zone, they dug in defensive positions and,
walted for the arrival of.the remainder of the combat team, (72)

The lst Battalion, 505th, continued the fight which had
begun on D day.<>

e B it

./L*"“"‘"
<on DF1 an attack was launched at dawn. (73) "--cits W —

objective being a hill to its immediate front. About 1 hour <
after the hill was taken, a strong German counterattack, consist-‘
ing of about a battalion of infantry and about 20 tanks, hit

our position, Yhen 1t looked like the tanks would overrun us,

a number of the men moved back., We drove the German infantry
off, but the tanks managed to get through us." (74)

Having learned the whereabouts of the combat téam, the 24

Battalion, 505th, marched through S. Croce Camering. and
Vittoria. (75) The combat team was not.met on DfL.

Regimental Headquarters Company, 505th, arrived at Blazzo
Ridze on D/l at about 2000, (76} With them were also addition-
al men from the engineers, (77) This addition Iin manpower
(71) A-5, p. 125 (72) A-3, p. 313 (73,74) A=-5, pe. 8;

(75) A-3, p. 303 (76,77) A=3, p. 26,
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plug fhe arrival of a company of tanks ensbled the combat team
A cdmmander to make 'a counterattack against the enemy on the even-
ing of D¥L. " (78) | |
It is interesting to note that the Demolition Group whiech
was supposed.to have prepared --- "the demolition of rail and
road crogsings of the‘Acate River", (79) landed south of Syracusa,
65 mlles from their objective. (30)
General Ridsway was unable to make contact with the 505th -
ﬁ”\Combat Team on DFl. That morning he sent word that the 504th
‘( &w Combat Team (- ) should be flown to Sielly that evening. (81)
ﬁ*’ ' "A messege was sent Seventh Army requesting notification

ﬁ’ f‘s‘of all friendly troops, and one to Yivision Rear to apprise
] *}\'\
)

the Wing of the great dispersion of the 505th." (82)

- To further prepare for the arrival of the 504th Combat
Team a Division CP was set up "about 3 miles southeast of Gela
and 1 mile from the coast“ (83) (see Map C) xvufrn)ﬂ+r ¢. ;
That night 144 C 47's carrying the 504th combat team left .

Africa for Farello landing field, the scheduled‘drop zonef’#?gzgﬂ’

The weather was good, messgges had been sent stating that alrborne

troops were jumbing, not into enemy territory, but into an

area beyond which our ground troops had already advanced, (85)

As the planes neared Gels, either a .50 caliber machine
‘ ; gun located on the sand at Lake Di Bavarre or a gun from a
d}\kh Jnaval craft, both friendly, first opened fire on the flight.
AN Just prior to the arrival of these planes, enemy planes had made
ﬁj«\ ‘a sweep over this general area, Fee}ing that thls too was
(78) A-3, p. 265 (79) A-3, p. 5; (80) A-3, p. 31:
(81) A-3, p. 13; ’(82,85,84,85) A-S,.p. 13
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the enemy, our force had opened fire on the planes, Iwenty-

three of the 144 planes were kmnocked down., Fortunately thé

men in only 6 of the 23 planes were not able to jump, The planes
that weren't hit were scattered all over the southeastern |

portion of Sieily, The dispersion was equally as bad as it

had been for the 505th Combat Team. (86) )‘j);w

DE2. | R - i bﬁb

\/J\/ l [l
] ¥ X . 'The units in the viclnity of Biazzo Ridge spent the day/ .?%'A

@A?J‘ burying the dead, "and salvaging of enemy and our own equip-
ment and reorganizaﬁion". (87) |
The 24 gattalion 505th joined the Combat Team.that morn-
ing, (s8)
One 3rd Battalion group of the 504th, while still with a
Battalion of the 180th Infantry, became aware of the Jocation.
(11';MAQi_ﬁhg_ﬁatﬁalign_DE“and moved to the_CP in the viecinity of
Gela, Another group, in thé British sector, left that area by
erash boat to be retﬁrned'to their unit, (89)
The lst Battalion 505th was still engaged with thé enemy
'in the vicinity of Niscemi. |
‘1 ,wpr"?“—--—we again attacked toward Niscemi and again, at about
“Xdr 0900, the Ggrmans cqﬁnterattacked, using severél Mark VI tanks
e ,mlus some Mark‘IVs. _We had}good artillery support from the
Kﬁfhya 1st Division and the tanks were finally stopped about one hun-
Jﬁﬁ dred yards from our position.™ (50)
The portion of the Battalion that had landed in the Eighth
Army area started moving toward Gela.
(86) A-3, p. 37; (87) A-3, p. 31; (88) A-3, p. 303
(89) A-3, p. 36; (90) A-5, p. 8.
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At Noto the British informed them that they were to be evacuated
‘to Kairouan. During thelr return to Kairouan they escorted
prisoners of war that had been captured in Sicily. (91)

;Lﬁgiungﬂ On this dey the 505th Combat Team consisted of the
i u .

v following:
34 Babttalion 505th
2d Battalion B505th-
456th Field Artillery Battalion
Headguarters and Command Group
Compahy B 307th Englneers _
Still missing were the lst Battallon, 505th, and the 3d Battallon
504th, |
Two days after the initial Jump into Sielly, General
Ridgway hac to submit this report: |
"No formed element of Combat Team 505 under my control.
Expect some today based on lst Division reports.. Elements of
Combat Team 504 dribbling in., At present one battery 75 pack
howltzer and esquivalent of one infantry company available for
uge--=, Am concentrating all efforts on reorganization.™ (92)
At the end of this day the 504th Combat Team couid report

!

only "37 officers and 518 men", present. (93) 4
! n‘{'#d ~

DA3 : o | ;k

# o I
The 505th Combat ‘eam again spent the day” in the burial ;

¢ o

) P"g R .(“lm

of the dead, the salvaging of equipment and in feorganizationy
.0”‘ ’1

(94) It hed lost 43 killed and 100 wounded in this actlons” (95)

The lst Battalion, 505th, contacted the 505th Combat Tsam
and under its orders assembled and waitednﬁor_its_arfival. (96)
(91) A-3, p. 295 (92,93) A-3, p. 13; (94) A-3, p. 31; - )
(95) A-3, pe 12; (98) A-3, D. 29, ’
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Fierce fighting was.still going on around Niscemi between
elements of the 3d Battalion, 504th, and the enemy. In one
engagement against enemy infantry and tanks, 75 enemy and S
3d Pattalion men were killed, (97)

\-&Pg%,»en this day, the 505th Combat Ieam Commsnder had conbtact
‘.\i_\..’)— . R
L

¥ \

with all of his elements with the exception of the 3d Battalion

-
i

s
2

<
~
504th, This was also the first day that the Commanding General

of the 824 Airborne Division had control over the major portion
of this combat team, (98)
The 505th Combat Team Commander "reached the Division CP
July 13 at 0900, and confirmed the locatlon of 1200 troops
under his command." (99) nf%r{)&AT b
The Division CP was moved “two_miles north to a point near
Highway 115", (100) (see Hap C} Assembly areas for the 504th
and 505th dombat Teams were set up near by. The 505th CT moved
into_this new assembly area., In the 504th area men éontinued
to drift in. The total Pivislon strength on thiﬁ,day was 3024,
(101) o ﬁe
Df4 | A
Ilen continued to show up in tﬁe areas of the 504th and 505th
Combat Teams,
- The elements of the 3d Battalion, 504th, which had fought
so well in the vicinity of Hiscemi Joined the 504th Combat
Team in its assembly area. <
Total strength that’égﬁ was listed as 3790, (102)
Df5 |
Seventh Army directed that "the 824 Airborne Division
(97) A-3, Pe 34; (98) author's deductlon after inspection of
available reports; (99,100,101,102) A-3, p. 13, |
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assemble with attached troowvs in the Palma Di Montedhiaro area,
to relieve elements of the 3d Division in that area by dark,
July 19th, and to be prepared to advance west", (103) (see.
Map D) |

A request was made for the movement of the ?hird Lift
from.Africa to Sieily. (104)

Df6 ’}

Provisiopal (orps issued the Division "tﬁenty-four 2% ton
trucks and seven iz ton trucks, ---", (105) The 39th Combat
Team issued the Division "eighty-three 2% and 3/4 ton trucks
-==."" (106) The combat team trucks were only to be used for
the move from Gela to Palma Di Montechiaro. (107) (see Map D)

The Third Iift, consisting of the following, was flown
to Sicily. (108) |

Headquarters and Headquarters Company g2d A/B Division

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery 824 Div, Artillery

824 A/B Signal Company (-) |

Advance Detachment 7824 A/B Ordnance lMaint. Company

Advance Detachment 407th A/B Quartermaster Company

Advance Detachment 307th A/B Engineer Battalion

 Advance Detachment 307th A/B Medlcal Company (109)

This 1ift arrived at Sicily without mishap. (110)
™ Z,U"a.b
LA

(103) A-3, pe 14; (104) A-3, p, 13; (105,106,107) A-3, p. 1l4;
(108} A-3, p. 13; (109) A-8, p. 2; (110) A-3, p. 13.
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| T
 ADVANCE TO THE WEST | ‘,vJﬁng’é
From 17 July to 24 July, the Division made a rapid’ |
advance along the southern coast of 3Sieily from Gela to
Hazara and then ad¥anced to.the.north in a move which\\\ ' ﬂ}ﬁp

culminated in the occupation.of the northwest sector of \\\\} M
$icily; namely arocund Trapani, Caste®lamare, and Alcamo, i ‘
{111) (see uap D) The advance from Gela to Seiacea was
Spearhegded by the 504th Combat Team. The 505th Combat

Team acted as right flank and rear guard for thié advance,
{(112) At Sciacca the 28 Battalion, 504th CT followed the
road leaving Sciacca and golng northward. The remainder of
the Combat Team.contiﬁued westward toward Menfi., The 505th
Combat Team”relieved.thé 504th Combat Team jﬁst beyond‘
Séiacca. {113) On 23 Jﬁly the Division.was ordered to "move
without delay to selze Trapanl and that portion of Sicily |
west of line Castellamare - iazara™., (114} At this time &
Task .Force made up of an infantry Combat Team, a battallon

of field artillery and three Reconnaissance Battalioné.was
attached to the divislon., (115) TUtllizing this force, orders
were lssued for the accomplishment of the assigned mission, j?
(116) By 23 July (B£14), patrols of the attached force were \
mst Westlof Trapani. (117) "Hothing remained but to police

the occupied area and garrisbn it ~=-= .M (118)

(111) A-3, »gs. 15, 16, 17; (112) A-3 pgs. 15, 16; (113) A-3,
(118) A-3, p. 17; (118) A-3, p. 17.
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ANALVSIS AND CRITICISH

The basic plan for the use of the SZd.Airborne Division
was sound. The missions assigned it were very good ones for
.an airborne division and also very important ones for the
Seventh Army. 3ut a plan is no better than the coordinatiocn
achisved prior to the accomplishment of the mission as well Ez
as In the =zctual accomplishment of the mission 1tself,

In thié respecf, there was a definite lack of consideration
given to the airborne ahase of the Sicillan campaipgn by'the.
Navy, the 4lr Corps, and the Army., (119) These major parts of
our mlllit=ry service éeem to have been only concerned with
thelr own immediate objectives. (120) To transport the
elements of the Division to Siclly, the Alr Corps used pilots
which up to the time of this transport had been occupled in
Tlying supnlies over friendly ground, (121) They were there-
fore not qualified to participate in a night combat fiight,

The Navy had a »nolicy of firing upon any alrcraft which was

in the vieinity of their ships. (122) In this way they put the
burden of identification upon the Alr Corps. The Army, acting
as overall headquarters for this operation, failed to see that
these conflicts were ironed out, They could have done thié
them=slves or apn~ointed a coordinating head (not aﬁ advisor)

for the airborne orerstion,s This head could then have ?i
coordinated the varicus all important differences and
deficiencles of and within the services.

.The final approval of the operation came but one day beforé
the first airborne assault took place. (123) As a result,
information that should have been disseminated to all troops

(119,120,121,122,123) A-7.
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involved in the Siecilian campalgn was not made known to them,
Paratroopers were shot by friendly forces because these forces
in some instances didﬁ't know that a friéndly alrborne assault

was a part of the scheme of attack, (124) Other paratfooperé

- were shot becguse their jump sults had never been seen before,

(125) BStiil others were shot because the paséword that they

| lmew was not the one then in use. (126) '

‘yﬁiﬁfr‘ Had the airborne drop zones been further inland they would
w{&i“ﬁ;k)have met less enemy resistance, and the convergence of air and

NS
}”\g* ;sea routes, (as thev exigted in the vieinity of Gela), Would
LA :

N have been greatly decreased. Perhaps separate lanes of travei
could then have been followed, with the possibility of planés
flying over ships being completély eliminated,

The men of the 82d Airborne ﬁivision should be highly
praised for their actions. Though they were dropped in
scattered groups throughout southeastgrn Siecily, and though
SQ% of.their'seEOnd 1ift.was damaged and 23 planes shot down,
these men fought where ever they landed whether it Wés on the

drop zone or 80 miles from it.
ﬂd“‘

\x 3
waéﬁ' beach landings of the Seventh Army by 2 dayse (127)-

It iu gaid thet thelr actions advanced the successful

| qeneral Student, commander of the CGerman alrborne operation
on Crete and an authority on airborne operations, had this to
\ﬁ;x;" 3ay of their worth: "The Allied airborne opefation in Sicily
was declsive despite widely scattered dro?s which must bé '

:\fu expected in a night landing,. It is my opinion that if it
st
LN

~§ (124} A-7; (125) &-8, Pe. 53 (128,127) A-7,

)/ s
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'jf Rf hadig not been for the Allied airborne forces blocking the
5\‘3“\;'Hermann Goering Armored LVivisgion from reaching the beach-

\.j o -

™ ‘}Qx head, that division would have driven the initial seaborne

¢ .

g‘ ¥, ﬁkﬁ.forces back into the sea. I attribute.the entire success

\ of the Allled Sicilian operation to the delaying of German
reser%es until sufficient forces had been landed by sea to
resist the counterattacks by bur defending fofces_(the strength

Q of which hed been held in mobile reserve)." (128)

LESSONS
1 Any airborne opsration is a highly-speciélized one,
&2. Airborne operations should be planned wall in advance.
3. In a combﬂned oneratlon teamwork is essential,

4. TIn order to achieve sucecess in battle, sll troops

e
8 rarticlipating must be fully qualified to carry out thelr
N
;ﬁ > assigned tasks,
! 5. In a combined operatlion, characteristics peculilar to any

/ part of the force participating must be made known to all
/ parts of the force. |
‘iA‘£?}QS. Once an order is lssued, 1t must be checked upon to see
B : ‘ '

¢%f' T that it 1s being carried out.

* 7. In a combined oweration coordination for all phases of the
action mast be carried out at the tbpmost level.
xa ;ﬁhﬂé. An airborne assault, if jroperly planned and executed,
N }t IANy B AR TR TR
\ru NE Nki can greatly assist oround units in achieving thelr missions.
Gﬂ {\ N T . R AT POt
P &jQ. An any o“eratlon, lack of prior planning and coordination
RS - " LR SR MG P 31 e
i - can spell disaster,

TR IR M AR I AT P T

2 {128) A~5, re. 18.
'f k\ﬁidgl&
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\¢ij

iﬁzzé@l 10. The transporting'of airborne troops in combat is an

v - Air Force res;ensibility;‘_It.cannot be neglected,

11. A properly trained soldier, under the most adverse
circumstances, can by knowledge, fortitude and stamina,

achleve his miscion and turh possible defeat into

success. (129)

(12é5 The lessons are my own deductioms after reading the

sources listed in the bibliography.
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